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President’s Message 
   I have two items of interest this month. The firs t is with regard to Nine Mile Canyon. The BLM 
will be holding discussions about the nomination of N ine Mile Canyon to the National Trust for 
Historic Places the first week of May in Castledale. There is some confusion regarding what the 
proposal looks like, but this is a positive step. A d emonstration that the BLM is moving forward 
with this project. I sent out an email to those people in the URARA email list about this issue in late 
April. Hopefully that notified people in time to atte nd the event if you have an interest. By the time 
you read this message the public hearing will have taken place. We will report on what happened 
next month in Vestiges.                                                                                                                                   
 Secondly, as was discussed in the February Vestiges we have updated everyone's membership 
expiration. You should see this take effect this month if you receive Vestiges in paper form. The 
new expiration date will appear on your address label. We are moving our membership expiration 
so that all memberships expire on October 31. This will make it easier for both us, and you, to 
manage memberships. To make that happen all current members get a bonus period of 
membership. If your membership expired any time in 2007, prior to October 31, then that expiration 
has been extended to October 31, 2007. If your membership expired after October 31, 2007 then your 
membership has been extended to October 31 of the appropriate next year, (a few of you have paid 
memberships well in advance.) 

 
Troy Scotter  
2007 URARA President 

Field Trip Reports 
 

Antelope Island State Park Rock Art Survey - April 12-14 
Leader,  Steve Manning 
 This trip has been postponed due to muddy roads and poor weather. 
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Recording for National Register Nomination – April 13 
Pam & Quent Baker , Photo by Quentin Baker                                                 

On April 13, 2007 Jan Gorski, CRAA and URARA member, assisted in the recording efforts 
along the Potash Road using her 1000 mm 
telephoto lens. The work on the Potash side of 
the Colorado River is nearing completion and 
the Kane Creek side will be worked on next for 
inclusion in the National Register Nomination.  

We appreciate the efforts of all the recorders 
and site stewards in Moab working on this 
significant project. 
 
                                                                          
                                                                          
                       
 
 

 

Little Creek Documentation Project - April 20-22 
Leader, Nina Bowen, 801-292-5012, nina_bowen@comcast.net 
 Despite a cold and sometimes drizzly week, this project was accomplished by several URARA 
members from Wednesday through Saturday.  The area is rich with rock art at ground level, 
remains of pit houses and pottery shards.  Craig and Nina tried their new Chalet camper for the 
first time, Mannings brought theirs, Gary and Janet Bermingham nestled in a tent camper, and Bob 
Reed set up a tent camp on a cold and windy Friday.  Saturday was the best day, cool but clear.  
Ben Everitt and Don Austin joined the group and we documented several sites.  More could be 
done on Sunday, but an approaching storm curtailed our work.   
                        Field Trips 

Buckhorn Survey May18-20, 2007 
Leader, Steve Manning , 801-936-4630, sjamnning@yahoo.com    

There are still lots of places in the state of Utah that have not had archaeological survey work 
done. Oddly enough, parts of Buckhorn Wash have never been surveyed. Steve Manning will lead 
interested volunteers through parts of the canyon whe re there is good potential for rock art to be 
found. He will need some of us to walk the canyon bot tom; others will search higher on the talus as 
directed from the canyon bottom. He will also take th e group to known and recorded sites to hold 
discussions on what may be learned from the panels.  
Please note: This is not a field trip.  It is a search to f ind rock art.  By Steve Manning. 

Buckhorn Wash is located in east-central Utah, south of the town of Price. While it is named a 
wash, some of it is really an impressive canyon. At it s confluence with the San Rafael River the 
canyon walls are about 1,500 feet high. It is so scenic that the area has been proposed for national 
park status – several times. The canyon contains one of Utah’s premium panels of the Barrier 
Canyon Style, along with other examples of Fremont rock art. Little formal archaeological survey 
work has been done in the canyon, and there are many excellent surfaces on cliff faces, some high 
on the walls of the canyon, and boulders, both on and below talus slopes that might contain rock 
art. Our goal is to search these surfaces and if we find rock art we will be documenting it with site 
forms, photographs, sketches, etc.   

Everyone, no matter what hiking ability, skill level o r interest is welcome to participate. During 
this survey we will be concentrating our efforts on the west side of the canyon, where I know there 



           Vestiges 3 

May 2007 
 

are unrecorded panels. In the evenings, following din ner, we will visit one or more of the panels in 
the canyon for some interesting and perhaps lively dis cussions - depending on who shows up. 
Topics might include: who created the panels, when w ere they created, what do they mean, why 
this spot, etc. Bring your favorite theory, and be pr epared to defend it.  

There are primitive camping facilities at several places in the canyon. They have pit toilets only. 
We will take whichever one is available.  Look for the U RARA sign. Lodging is available in several 
nearby towns: Castle Dale, Ferron, Price and Green River. We will meet at 9:00 AM each morning at 
the campsite. Hope to see you there. 

Please let me know if you are planning to participate, j ust in case we have to reschedule it again.  
 

             
Buckhorn Wash, Photos by Steve Manning 

 
          

Nine-Mile Canyon  - May 12-13  
Leader, Layne Miller ,  435-820-4356, layne@preciscom.net 

Layne will be taking participants to some of his favori te sites and to many relatively unknown 
Ute rock art sites. Much has changed in the canyon since gas exploration began on the top of the 
Tavaputs Plateau, so if you haven't been to Nine Mile for a while, or if you haven't spent much time 
there, this URARA trip is for you. The main canyon and  its drainages will be visited on Saturday 
and a hiking trip will be taken to Warrior Ridge on Sun day. A Saturday night dinner will be held at 
Layne's home in Price on Saturday night. BYOB and side dish. For details or further information, 
contact Layne.  

San Rafael Swell May 19 -20.  
 Leader, Troy Scotter 801-377-6901 troyscotter@comcast.net  
        I had aspirations of leading a backpacking trip in to the Swell this month, hopefully along the 
San Rafael River. However, I am too old, fat, and lazy to survive such a trip. Rather, I am hoping a 
few of you might enjoy the rock art of the Moore are a, just north of I-70. I plan to camp at the 
Rochester Creek parking lot on Friday and Saturday night . We will spend time at the inimitable 
Rochester site and then visit other rock art in the area using the Moore Cutoff road as the nexus for 
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our travels. We will visit a combination of pecked and  painted sites including Barrier Canyon, 
Fremont, and perhaps some Ute style rock art. Almost all of the sites will require short hikes 
varying between 1 and 3 miles to access. While each hike is short, it is possible that we will hike 
about 8 miles per day depending on which sites the group chooses to visit. Most sites have 
moderate elevation gain and few have formal trails.                                                                                                                                        
 Four-wheel drive vehicles will not be necessary, but high clearance will be useful on a couple of 
roads. Car-pooling will be desirable. Please bring good clothing and footwear, water, pack lunches 
and food for breakfast and dinners. While we will not b e driving long distances, please arrive at 
Rochester with a healthy amount of gasoline. There are no services at the Rochester parking area 
(no picnic tables, potable water, or biffies). There are hotels in Ferron and Castle Dale, which are 20 
- 30 minutes away. I will be limiting registration for this trip. Please contact me in advance to 
register and for more information.  

 

May Work Trip-- Moab Site Stewards, Saturday, May 12 , 2007.  
Leader: Dell Crandall, dcglyphs@preciscom.net, 435-259-0598 

The Moab site stewards are planning a workday on Saturday, May12th. We will be fencing a 
site in Crescent Canyon to protect it from further d amage by range cattle. 

If you would like to join us, we could use the help . We will meet at the Crescent Junction, 
Exit #  282 off I-70 north of Moab, at 9 am. 

Bring sturdy shoes and gloves. Remember your lunch, water and sunscreen. For those who 
have not been to this canyon, this would be your chance to see some interesting petroglyph and 
pictograph panels. For questions or further informati on, contact me by e-mail or phone. 

I realize this is the same date as Layne's Nine Mile field trip, but it is the only workable date for 
us.  Thanks. 
[See a Site Steward in action, photo last page.] 

URARA 27th Annual Symposium, Moab, Utah,   
October 5, 6, 7, 8, 2007, Symposium Chair, Troy Scotter 
Program Chairs, Diane Orr, beecherllc@aol.com, and David Sucec, davids@networld.com  

Symposium 2007 promises to be stimulating, fun and a terrific opportunity to see rock art. We 
will be meeting in Moab, Utah, a place with great food,  motels, hiking trails, galleries and rock art.              

Phil Geib, well-known archeologist from the Universi ty of Northern Arizona in Flagstaff, will 
be our keynote speaker. Phil headed the Navaho Nation Archeological Department for years. He is 
also the author of “Glen Canyon Revisited.” Currently he  is studying archaic warfare images. We 
are delighted that he agreed to participate in our Symposium.                                                                         

Dr. Ditto Morales, our second keynote speaker, whom many of you will remember from an 
earlier Symposium, will launch our afternoon session. Ditto has a doctorate in Art History and a 
long interest in archaic Southwestern and Brazilian rock art.                                                                        

On Sunday morning, we will have a special session on rock art preservation issues. Several out-
of-state visitors will tell us about their struggles to save their rock art resources. There will be a 
panel discussion focusing on URARA’s top preservation  priorities.                                                               

In June, we will announce more of our speakers as we finalize our plans. We urge everyone 
interested in making a presentation to contact David Sucec, davids@networld.com, as soon as 
possible. We welcome traditional research, thoughtful explorations, creativity and yes, even, 
poetry. (See Call for Presentations).                                                                                                                  

If you would like to participate in the tools session  Friday night or the preservation session 
Sunday morning, please contact Diane Orr at beecherllc@aol.com. 
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Call for Presentations and Papers 
Utah Rock Art Research Association 27th Annual Symp osium,  
Speaker Chairs, Diane Orr, beecherllc@aol.com, and David Sucec, davids@networld.com  
 The symposium committee announces a call for presentations and papers for Utah Rock Art 
Research Association’s 27th annual symposium during the Columbus Day weekend, October 6, 7, 8, 
2007, in Moab, Utah. 

Abstracts should be kept at about 150 words but with enough information for the committee to 
get an idea of your presentation. Deadline for abstracts is July 15, 2007. We ask that this deadline be 
honored so we can develop our program for printing, p ublicity, etc. In order to effectively plan the 
symposium, we need to receive proposals on a timely basis. Proposals arriving after the deadline, 
without the prior approval of the symposium committe e, will not be considered. 

The symposium committee will give preference to pre sentations that relate to Utah rock art. We 
encourage projects that relate to the Moab area and the Green and Colorado River drainages. 
Presentations will be 30 minutes, although some may run shorter.  The two featured speakers will 
each be given 60 minutes for their presentation followed by questions and answers. 

The committee is interested in a broad range of presentations, including those, which further 
the study and understanding of rock art, bring histor ical understanding to rock art studies, 
heighten the cultural and aesthetic experience of visiting rock art sites, and consider rock art 
preservation issues and current threats. 

The committee will review the abstracts for suitabilit y; balance of symposium points-of-view, 
and to ensure that the number of papers does not exceed the time available for presentations.  

Symposium presenters will have their registration fee  waived, receive a modest honorarium to 
offset their travel expenses, be a guest of URARA at the banquet, and participate on a special rock 
art field trip on Friday, October 5. 

Please send abstracts or inquiries to David Sucec, at email (preferred) davids@networld.com, or, 
832 Sego Avenue, SLC, Utah 84102, 801-359-6904. 

Save Our Rock Art (SORA): Press Release    

From: Jon Gum, Dixie Archaeology Group  
April 12, 2007 

Members of the Dixie Archaeology Group have formed Save Our Rock Art  (SORA) with the 
objective of concentrating on Preservation Issues.  The Chairman of SORA is John Ciardi. 
SORA’s mission is: 

·  Identify Rock Art sites at risk and develop a strategy for preservation of the sites. 
·  Promote involvement in preservation and include Nativ e American communities in 

SORA efforts. 
·  Educate the public and provide training regarding the i mportance of preservation. 
·  Monitor sites throughout Southwestern Utah 

SORA’s success in resolving issues will be based upon cooperative efforts with other 
organizations having similar objectives, schools, activi ty groups, and public and private (company) 
officials.  Any person or organization having similar int erests should contact us at 
saveourrockart@yahoo.com. 

If you know of a threatened site in Southern Utah that needs or will need protection, please 
contact SORA as soon as possible. 
 

Moab Accommodations [Note: Moab’s area code is 435] 



 

 

Aarchway Inn 
1551 N. Hwy 191 
www.aarchwayinn.com          
$45-185   800-341-9359 435-259-
2599 
 
Adobe Abode Bed & 
Breakfast 
778 w. Kane Creek Blvd 
www.adobeabodemoab.com  
$109-169   435-259-7716 
 
Adventure Inn Moab 
512 N. Main St. 
www.adventureinnmoab.com   
$30-90   866-662-2466 435-259-
6122 
 
Apache Motel 
166 S. 400 East 
www.apachemotel.net  
$29-79   800-228-6882 435-259-
5727 
 
Best Western Canyonlands 
Inn 
16 S. Main St. 
www.canyonlandsinn.com   
$49-150   800-649-5191 435-259-
2300 
 
Best Western Greenwell Inn 
105 S. Main St. 
www.bestwesternmoab.com   
$45-165   800-528-1234 435-259-
6151 
 
Big Horn Lodge 
550 S. Main St. 
www.moabbighorn.com   
$30-90   800-325-6171 435-259-
6171 
 
Bowen Motel 
169 N. Main St. 
www.bowenmotel.com   
$45-77   800-874-5439 435-259-
7132 
Cali Cochitta Bed & Breakfast 
110 S 200 E 
www.moabdreaminn.com   
$75-145   888-429-8112 435-259-
4961 
 
Castle Valley Inn 

424 Amber Ln, HC64 Box 2602, 
Castle Valley, UT 
www.castlevalleyinn.com   
$90-175   435-259-6012 
 
Cedar Bend B & B 
La Sal Mountain Loop Rd – 15 
mi from Ken’s Lake 
www.whisperingoakslodging.
com  
$159   435-259-7666 

Cisco Hotel 
51 North 100 West 
www.red-rocklodge.com   
$65   877-207-9708 435-259-
5431 

Comfort Suites 
800 S. Main 
www.moab-
utah.com/comfortsuites   
$69-149   435-259-5252 

Coyote Run Redrock Ranch 
House Rental 
2845 S Eastbench Rd #4 
www.coyoterunmoab.com  
$225-350   435-260-8889 

Days Inn 
426 N. Main Street 
www.daysinn.com  
$35-118   435-259-4468 

Desert Chalet1275 East San 
Juan Drive 
www.desertchalet.com  $65-95 
866-269-5793 435-259-5793 

 Desert Gardens123 W 200 
Nwww.moabutahlodging.com  

$75-110   800-505-5343 435-259-
5125 

Desert Hills B&B 
1989 Desert Hills Ln 
www.deserthillsbnb.com   
$65-99   435-259-3568 

Dream Keeper Inn 
191 South 200East 
www.dreamkeeperinn.com  
$100-145  888-230-3247 435-
259-5998 

Fandango Guest House 
140 S 200 E 

www.fandangoguesthouse 
.com  
$50-115   800-447-4106 435-59-
8921  
 
Gonzo Inn 
100 W. 200 S. 
www.gonzoinn.com   
$74-299   800-791-4044 435-259-
2515 
 
Gramma's House 
1213 S Hwy 191 
www.lazylizardhostel.com   
 
Holiday Inn Express Hotel & 
Suites 
1515 N. Hwy 191 
www.ichotelsgroup.com   
$65-169   435-259-1150 
 
Inca Inn Motel 
570 N. Main 
www.incainn.com   
$30-90   866-462-2466 435-259-
7261 
JR's Desert Inn 
1075 S. Hwy 191/PO Box 697 
www.moab-utah.com/jrs   
$40-85   435-259-8352 
Kokopelli Lodge 
72 S 100 E 
www.kokopellilodge.com                   
$ 33-70   888-530-3134 435-259-
7615 

La Quinta Inn 
815 S. Main St. 
www.laquintamoab.com   
$55-108   435-259-8700 

Landmark Inn 
168 N. Main 
www.landmarkinnmoab.com   
$48-98   800-441-6147 435-259-
6147 

Lazy Lizard Hostel 
1213 S Hwy 191 
www.lazylizardhostel.com   
435-259-6057 

 
Los Vados Canyon House 
Mill Creek Canyon 
www.losvados.com  
$250-275   801-532-2651 
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Manzana Springs Guest 
House 
1851 Spanish Valley Dr 
www.manzanasprings.com   
$135-210   435-259-5306 

Mayor's House B&B 
505 Rose Tree Ln 
www.mayorshouse.com   
$80-130   888-791-2345 435-259-
6015 

Mecca House in Moab 
38 E 200 N 
www.meccahouseinmoab.com  
$50-175   303-462-3236 
Moab B&B 
4401 Stocks Dr 
www.moab-bed-breakfast.com    
$35-   800-746-6622 435-259-
7238 
Moab Cottage by the Park 
376 N 100 W 
www.moabcottage.com  
$65-95   888-240-3451 801-756-
5953 

Moab Retreat House 
1266 S Boulder 
www.moabretreat.com   
$110-250   877-422-6622 

Moab Valley Inn 
711 S Main 
www.moabvalleyinn.com   
$57-130   800-831-6622 435-259-
4419 

Motel 6 
1089 N. Main 
www.motel6moab.com   
$36-   800-466-8356 435-259-
6686 

Nichols Lane 
Accommodations 
543 Nichols Lane 
www.moabutahlodging.com   

60-90 800-505-5343 435-259-
5125 
 
Nine Mile House 
6725 N Hwy 191 
www.miriamliskin.com/nine
mile 
$760-950/week   530-432-5670 

Pioneer Spring B&B 
1275 S Boulder Ave 
www.pioneerspring.com   
$70-80   435-259-4663 

Ramada Inn Downtown 
Moab 
182 S Main St 
www.ramadainnmoab.com   
$49-151   888-989-1988 435-259-
7141 
Red Rock Lodge & Suites 
51 N 100 W 
www.red-rocklodge.com   
$30-55   877-207-9708 435-259-
5431 
Red Stone Inn 
535 S Main 
www.moabredstone.com   
$30-80   800-772-1972 435-259-
3500 
River Canyon Lodge 
71 W 200 N 
www.rivercanyonlodge.com   
$49-220   866-486-6738 435-259-
8838 
Riverside Inn 
988 N. Main St. 
www.moab-
utah.com/riversideinn   
$28-115   877-238-7626 435-259-
8848 
Rose Tree Lane Suites 
481 Rose Tree Lane 
www.moabcondorentals.com   

 

Rustic Inn Motel 

120 E 100 S 
www.rusticinnmotel.com   
$30-95   800-231-8184 435-259-
6177 

Silver Sage Inn 
840 S Main St 
www.silversageinn.com   
$30-75   888-774-6622 435-259-
4420 

Sleep Inn 
1051 S Main St 
www.moabsleepinn.com   
$49-159   435-259-4655 
 
Sunflower Hill Luxury Inn 
185 N 300 E 
www.sunflowerhill.com   
$95-205   800-662-2786 435-259-
2974 

 
Super 8 Motel-Moab 
889 N Main St 
www.super8moab.com   
$40-145   800-800-8000 435-259-
8868 

Virginian Motel 
70 E 200 S 
www.moab-
utah.com/virginian/   
$25-89   800-261-2063 435-259-
5951 
$120-220   435-259-6057 
$80-110   866-937-6622 435-259-
6575 

Watermelon House 
1213 S Hwy 191 
www.lazylizardhostel.com   
$100-220   435-259-6057 

Westwood Guest House 
81 E 100 S 
www.moab-
utah.com/westwood   
800-526-5690 435-

Commercial Campgrounds 
Edge of the Desert                              Creekside Court                                   Slickrock Campground 
1251 S. Millcreek Dr.       1251 S. Millcreek Dr.                            1301 N. Hwy 191 
259-7813 259-3337 800-448-8873 
Pack Creek Campground Kane Springs Campground Moab Vall ey RV/Campark 
1520 Murphy Lane 1705 Kane Creek Rd. 1773 N. Hwy 191 
259-2982 259-7821           259-4469 
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Moab Rim Campark Up the Creek Campground      Portal RV Park 
1900 S. Hwy 191 210 E 300 S            261 N. Hwy 191 
259-5002 259-6995                  259-6108 
 
Dowd Hats RV Spanish Trail RV Park        Moab KOA 
2701 S. Hwy 191 2980 S. Hwy 191                     3225 S. Hwy 191 
259-5909 259-2751 800-562-0372 
 
OK RV Park Canyonlands Campground Riverside Oasis Campgrd 
3310 Spanish Valley Dr. 555 S. Main St. 1861 N. Hwy 191 
259-1400 522-6848 800-259-3424 
 
Aarchview Campground Lions Back Camp Park  
N. Hwy 191, Hwy 313 Sandflats Rd. 
800-813-6622 259-7954 

 
Government Parks BLM Parks www.BLM.gov  or 259-6111, 587-1500 
 
Dead Horse Point  State Park      Sand Flat Rec Area                   Hittle Bottom 
32 Mi West on Hwy313       2 Mi East on Sand Flat Rd.                   28 Mi NE on Hwy128 
800-322-3770                 
www.stateparks.utah.gov       Dewey Bridge                                      Jay Cee Park 
 33 Mi NE on Hwy 128        4.2 Mi W on UT 279 
 
             Hal Canyon                                 Oak Grove 
              7 Mi NE on Hwy 128                           7 Mi NE on Hwy 128 
                                                 
                                                                Big Bend 
                                                                 8 Mi NE on Hwy 128 
 
 

Book Review – House of Rain Steve Robinson   
HOUSE OF RAIN-Tracking a Vanished Civilization across the American Southwest, 
 Craig Childs, Little, Brown and Company, New York Ci ty, 2007. 
 
 This excellent book came to my attention when 
reading Judith Lewis’ review in the Los Angeles 
Times, book review section, February 25, 2007. I had 
read about three fourths of this beautifully written 
book when I quoted from it in the last issue of Vestiges, 
saying, “This extensively researched, thoughtful, 
insightful, comprehensive book is written in a perso nal 
style; non-academic, yet filled with facts and careful 
archaeological analysis.” Now that I have finished it, I 
have no reason to change those observations. 
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 In reading the book, I highlighted many examples of Childs’ descriptive writing, enough to fill 
half a dozen Vestiges pages. 
 Here is an example of his creative, evocative, beautiful use of the English language, p. 311: 

 Beneath the Mogollon Rim, water pours from springs, whole creeks ushering from 
great open mouths in the rock. Climbing down edge by  edge into heavy shadows, 
you might slip on the slick, dry pine needles and t umble a hundred feet before 
catching the anchor of a stump above layers of inner cliffs laced with lichen. Down 
there green squids of bear grass grow alongside agaves with daggers drawn. 
Fingerling ledges peep around corners into plunge ho les of wind. Coming down, 
grabbing whatever root or trunk or shoulder of rock i s available, you might feel like 
a metal lure thrown over the side of a boat, shining and  spinning as you descend, 
growing darker through cobwebby oak trees and underbru sh lapping arm over arm. 
Wild grapes shrivel into puckered raisins. Thorn-studd ed raspberry bushes crawl all 
over wracked boulders. Steep corridors of light and shadow level off into cluttered 
maple trees, their autumn leaves turned to fine red parchment. Freshly fallen trees 
lie in their own splinters and shafts of light. Yello w columbine flowers with ornate 
stellar interiors have turned to seed.   

Shifting from style, and turning to the book’s organ ization, there are 482 pages. They include a 
terminology Section, a bibliography of over 250 authors from Adams to Zedeño, many with 
multiple publications, and a comprehensive 12 page index, ranging from Abajo Mountains (7 
entries) to Zuni: and Anasazi Culture (17 entries).  

The terminology section is a rich bank of information .  For example, Ancestral Puebloans “are 
ancestors of modern Pueblo people, and the term is steadily replacing Anasazi . . .  It better 
encompasses an unbroken lineage of indigenous farmers from three thousand years ago to today. 
Whereas Anasazi refer to an archaeologically defined group existing on the Colorado Plateau, 
Ancestral Puebloans is much more geographically expansive and nonspecific, depicting the entire 
Pueblo ancestry, whether from the Southwest or from southern Mexico.”  

There are extensive discussions of Great House, Lunar Standstill, Mesoamerica, Salado 
Polychrome, and Southwest. His discussion of rock art is limited. According to my count, it is one 
of only four rock art quotes in the book. His defini tion states, “Archaeological inferences to 
Southwest rock art often regard the work as either a suite of widely recognized symbols or simply 
ornamental, graffiti-like images. Some Pueblo people say that rock art expresses in detail their 
ancestral clan symbols and ancient allegories.” Frankly, I find this definition dismissive. Perhaps he 
is simply reflecting what has seemed to be a paucity of archaeological interest in rock art over many 
years.  

Childs states in the prologue, “The inspiration for th is book came from a discovery. It was an 
ancient relic I found near a river flowing through th e butte-studded desert of the Colorado 
Plateau”. He was on the seventh day of a canoe trip. He describes stopping, tying up his canoe, and 
starting to explore the area. He “climbed into a net o f fallen cliff slabs that revealed a slight break in 
the gorge. There was no trail, no sign that anyone had ever been there until I stubbed something up 
with my boot tip.” He goes on to explain that this le d to discovering “a pre-historic household, 
three of four abutting quarters and storage rooms.” Thi s led to climbing higher and sighting a “tidy 
masonry structure that had bee tucked behind a leaning flake of cliff.” There he found a closed 
granary, a chamber untouched.  He goes on for a couple of very interesting pages about his 
exploration and experiences in the Anasazi world, and ho w he sat before the sealed granary. “My 
head rested on my knees, arms drawn around my legs. ‘I would be so careful with this, if I entered 
it.’ I said this out loud. Going through someone els e’s treasure, I would be cautious with my 
fingers, my words, my thoughts. When the first stir of air entered this masonry chest, I would not 
even breathe.”  
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 “But the granary was not mine to open. It was left by o ther people, a stockpile waiting for their 
return?” 
 How many of us would have comparable thoughts? He says, “I withdrew and climbed back to 
the ground, leaving the granary sealed as I started back to the canoe, the obsidian night closing 
around me.” 
 Startled, and after catching my breath, I read, “To this day my imagination has remained within 
the dark granary I never opened, my hands still laid upo n its smooth door stone. I ache to know 
what is inside. Instead of breaking the seal and unpacking its belonging, I wrote this book, setting 
out to find who the Anasazi were and what became of them . I traveled deeper into the land than 
ever before, hunting through villages where no one l ives looking for ancient walkways across the 
Southwest. I searched the history of these people to give this granary context, to return to a place in 
time when a civilization danced across this desert like  rain.” 
 The eight parts of the book are all so rich in impressionist language that their reading could be 
harmoniously accompanied by the music of Debussy or Ravel. The parts are Chaco, The Road 
North, High Mesa Verde Region, Southeast Utah, Northeast Arizona, East-Central Arizona, 
Southeast Arizona and Northern Mexico. They are all divi ded into subparts. In the case of Part 
Four: Southwest Utah, the parts are: Escape Terrain-Canyonlands; Red-the Head of Comb Ridge; 
The great Wall-Comb Ridge; Walking the Line—Chinle Wash.  
 Childs traveled by foot through much of the land of  the Anasazi--over 1,000 miles. The majority 
of this distance seems to have been solo. However, there were frequent times when he had 
companions. Many were archaeologists and on several occasions, he enjoyed the company of his 
wife and two-year-old son.  He describes the ancient pathways in New Mexico, Utah and Arizona, 
which he followed.  

 In A Conversation with Craig Childs, from a pamphlet provided by the publisher when I received 
the book, I found the following to be very helpful.   

I don’t think an ancient civilization can be understood merely by digging or 
assembling academic research. Countless theories have been put forth about what 
happened to the Anasazi, but few people have done the actual footwork of walking 
pre-Columbian migration routes, looking at the way archae ological remains change 
every step of the way. 
 To their credit, I’ve found archaeologists ingenious  and ceaselessly inquisitive. I 
worked with about thirty of the Southwest’s top arch aeologists for this book, 
digging shoulder to shoulder with them at excavations , rummaging through 
museum backrooms. I was constantly amazed by the questions they were asking and 
by the sheer volume of information unearthed. 
But I felt they were missing a larger, physical scope. They had not navigated the 
distances on foot to see how their data plays out, which is where I came in. Between 
them digging up the Anasazi and me trekking across the  landscape, we were able to 
synthesize a more complete picture of who the Anasazi were and what happened to 
them.   Archaeologists have gathered vertical informati on. Mine is horizontal. The 
two put together created House of Rain. 

 Childs makes it clear that the Anasazi did not simply di sappear, as has been commonly thought 
for many years. They “migrated” from area to area over the years. Yes, centuries, following the 
sequence of the chapters in this book. Along the way, some stayed behind. They are the cultures of 
the Hopi and Zuni. Childs traces this migration all the  way to the Sierra Madre in northern Mexico. 

House of Rain is a very interesting, highly informative book rich  in beautiful, almost melodic, 
language. It will be a widely read classic about the prehistoric American Southwest civilization. I 
agree with the Book Cover statement. “It is a feat of historical detection, an enthralling revisionist 
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portrait of American prehistory, a new landmark in the l iterature of ancient Native American 
culture.” Elsewhere we learn that he holds a Masters Degree in Desert Studies from Prescott 
College in Arizona and, he has extensive hands-on, in the dirt, archaeological research in the 
southwest. The book cover describes the author as “naturalist, adventurer, desert ecologist and 
frequent contributor to National Public Radio’s Mornin g Edition, who lives in the West Elk 
Mountains of Colorado.” His previous books include The Secret Knowledge of Water; Sand of Nowhere; 
and The Way Out. 

 Think About It! 
 

 “Since the 1900s religious interpretations of rock art have prevailed—
hunting magic, totemic, and shamanistic explanations ref lect changing fashions 
in the interpretations of ethnographic data. Yet their varying accounts of the 
perfomative aspects of rock art imagery reflect, however weakly, Western 
notions of the function of art as iconography. The iconoclastic movement that 
began in the eighth century A.D., although ultimately  unsuccessful, transformed 
the way that Western traditions viewed art placed in reli gious contexts. No 
longer was church art viewed as an illustration for the illiterate; instead, it was 
seen as a mysterious reflection of the supernatural world. Our predisposition to 

regard rock art as religious symbolism in part reflect s this heritage and leads us to forget that 
indigenous arts are complex and multifunctional, that me anings are fluid and that the human 
modifications that mark sacred places are not restricted to modes of visual expression.” 

Great Basin Rock Art-Archaeological Perspectives, Angus R. Quinlan, Editor; Chapter 10, Rock Art 
as an Artifact of Religion and Ritual, Angus R. Quinlan , University of Nevada Press, 2007, p. 142. 
[The book cover states the author “holds a Ph.D. in the archaeology of religions from the University 
of South Hampton, England. He is currently deputy di rector of the Nevada Rock Art Foundation, 
where he supervises the archaeological documentation of rock art sites in Nevada.”]   

    

For Your Information 
House of Rain. We have included the schedule of the author’s book readings for the possible 

interest of our members. To be clear, we do this for your convenience. However, we would 
appreciate comments from any members who attend and woul d like to share their thoughts about 
the book with our membership. 

May 8, 2007, 7:30 pm, Tattered Cover, LoDo, Denver, CO 
May 9, 2007, 7:00 pm, Boulder Public Library 
May 21, 2007, 5:00 pm, Fort Lewis college, Durango, CO 
May 22, 2007, 7:00 pm, Anasazi Heritage Center, Dolores, CO 
May 24, 2007, 7:00 pm, Silverbell Trading Post, Tucson, AZ 
May 25, 2007, 7:00 pm, Changing Hands Bookstore, Tempe, AZ 
May 26, 2007, 3:00 pm, Museum of Northern Arizona, Flagstaff, AZ 

Eagle Mountain Update 
Steve Manning and Nina Bowen 
  Eagle Mountain City continues to grow. A proposed d evelopment will create new homes 
around a group of petroglyphs. These petroglyphs are on boulders near the foot of a hill. A road 
will be built around the base of the hill and homes wi ll occupy the lower slopes. The top of the hill 
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will be left as open space. Nina Bowen and Steven Manning recently met at the site with members 
of the City Council along with the developer to disc uss plans for preserving the petroglyphs. The 
developer’s plan is to move the petroglyphs, of whic h there are about 15, from the site of the 
proposed three or four building lots to the open sp ace, which is about 100 yards farther, up the hill. 
It is our recommendation that the petroglyphs be left  in place and the area preserved as a fenced 
natural area with limited access. The images were placed in this specific area for a specific reason, 
because rocks adjacent to the site, on both sides, have no petroglyphs. Leaving the petroglyphs in 
their original location will provide future researcher s the opportunity to discover the reason for this 
placement and perhaps the meaning of the images. It is significant that a petroglyph site like this is 
free of graffiti and any apparent damage, since it is wit hin a city boundary and is only a few 
hundred feet from a paved road. This site has been protected due to the public’s being unaware of 
its existence. Lithics and a metate were recently discovered at the site. What will happen now that 
the petroglyphs have been "discovered" remains to be determined. 

Colorado Rock Art Association, May 18-20, 2007, Craig, Colorado 
Colorado Rock Art Association’s annual conference May 18-20, 2007, in Craig, Colorado. The 

theme will be Rock Art in the Cultural Landscape: Colo rado’s Northwest. Presentations will be 
made May 19. annewhit@fone.net, mmaselli77@yahoo.com, casmurphy@att.net.  

The Colorado Rock Art Association has a new website: www.coloradorockart.org . Their 
newsletter “Pictures from the Past” is now posted on line.  

Sierra Club Trip, Rochelle Gerratt, May 12-19, 2007, San Juan River 
I will be coordinating a Sierra Club Trip called “Rock Art and Rafting in Southeast Utah, May 

12-19, 2007. For the first four days, we will take a leisurely 26-mile float down the San Juan River 
visiting rock art panels and ruins near the river. We w ill spend part of a day sketching and 
recording a site for the BLM. The remaining days of th e trip, we will camp and visit remote sites 
with a local archeology guide. For more information abou t the trip, see www.sierraclub.org  or 
contact Rochelle Gerratt at 520-696-0495. 

ARARA Conference, June 29th-July 2, 2007, Billings, Montana 
The 34th annual conference of the American Rock Art Research Association (ARARA), to 

convene June 29th – July 2nd, 2007 at the Crown Plaza in Billings, MT. For more information, please 
visit: www.arara.org  . Contacts: Mavis Greer, President, American Rock Art Research Association, 
307- 473-2054 phone, mavis@GreerServices.com, Donna Gillette, 408- 223-2243, conference 
coordinator, rockart@ix.netcom.com 

Contact Information 
Utah Rock Art Research Association -- Box  511324, Salt Lake City UT 84151-1324 
www.utahrockart.org   
With financial support from Utah State Historical Society/Division of Utah State History. 
Board of Directors 2007 
Troy Scotter, President 801-377-6901 troyscotter@comcast.net   
Walter Layton, Vice-President 801-561-5228 walter.layton@granite.k12.ut.us 
Ben Everitt, Treasurer 435-986-0075 rockdoc@xmission.com  
Nina Bowen, Field Trips 801-292-5012  nina_bowen@comcast.net 
Ann Fulton 760-873-9261 ann_fulton@hotmail.com 
Margaret Grochocki 801-282-5850 margaret_grochocki@yahoo.com  
Layne Miller      435-820-4326     layne@preciscom.net 
Diane Orr        801-583-4354     beecherllc@aol.com 
Steve Robinson     310-378-0320     slrmar@cox.net                
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Board Advisors 
Jesse Warner 801-596-3524 jessnjudytoo@yahoo.com 
Robert Reed 801-566-0741 bobreedclyartist@hotmail.com  
Secretary 
Kathe Liuzzi                kliuzzi@dunndunn.com   
Vestiges Staff   
Editors: Marion and Stephen Robinson, slrmar@cox.net, 26717 Grayslake Rd, Rancho Palos Verdes  
CA 90275-2241, 310-378-0320; Copy Editing: Robert Reed, bobreedclyartist@hotmail.com, 801-566-
0741; Proofreading: Nina Bowen, Carol Georgopoulos, Barbara and Fred Saxon; Printing and 
Mailing: Barbara and Fred Saxon, fredbarb100@aol.com 801-262-4432; Postal & E-mail Databases: 
Margaret Grochocki , margaret_grochocki@yahoo.com, 801-282-5850; Website: Tom Getts, 
getts@mindspring.com, 970-533-1861 
Library, Archives, and Publications 
Nina Bowen nina_bowen@comcast.net 801-292-5012. 

URARA has an extensive library [see above list] of rock art publications, a collection of articles, 
and Clifford Rayl’s photo collection, which are availabl e for use by members. URARA also has 
educational materials which members are encouraged to use. 

Calendar 2007 
May 18-20 Field Trip, Buckhorn Survey, surveying parts o f Buckhorn Wash. Leader, Steve 

Manning 801-936-4630, sjmanning@yahoo.com, volunteers contact Steve. 
May 5-12 Utah Prehistory Week 
May 12-13 Field Trip, Nine Mile Canyon, Leader, Layne Mill er, 435-820-4356, 

layne@preciscom.net  
May 12 Moab Site Steward Work Trip, Leader, Dell Crandall, dcglyphs@preciscom.net,  
  435-259-0598. Interested individuals are welcome. 
May 18-20 Colorado Rock Art Association (CRAA), 2007 Annual Conference, Craig, CO, 

Presentations May 19th. Contact Anne Whitfield, 719-485-3314, annewhit@fone.net 
May 19-20 Tentative, Proposed Field Trip, San Rafael Swell 
Jun 9-10 Tentative, Proposed Field Trip, Blanding 
Jun 16-17 Tentative, Proposed Field Trip, Vernal 
Jun 29-Jul 2 ARARA Conference, Billings, Montana, Crown Plaza Hotel. Contacts Donna Gillette, 

rockart@ix.netcom.com, Mavis Greer, mavis@GreerService.com, arara.org 
Aug 18-19  URARA Picnic, Escalante, UT, coordinator Bob Reed, bobreedclyartist@hotmail.com 
Sept 15-16   Tentative, Proposed Field Trip, Idaho 
Sept 29 Recording project, Filmore, UT., Joelle McCarthy, 435-743-3122, 

mailto:Joelle_McCarthy@blm.gov 
Oct 5-7 URARA Symposium 
Oct 27-28 Tentative, Proposed Field Trip, St. George; Nevada 
Nov 10-11 Tentative, Proposed Field Trip, Northern AZ 
Dec 7 December Holiday Meeting, Friday, Potluck Dinne r, First Unitarian Church, 569 

South 1300 East, Salt Lake City, UT. Contact Barbara Green, 801-466-7702, Barbara 
Saxon, 801-262-4432. 

Membership Information 
Please note: A single annual renewal date for membership dues has been established  as of 

October 31.  
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Student $12, Single $17, Family $20, which include electronic Vestiges. Add $5 if you prefer to 
receive a printed version of Vestiges by mail.   

April Board Meeting 
The April Board meeting was by teleconference. Symposium was the main topic of this meeting.  
 

Editors’ Message 
Our message this month is one of thanks and appreciation to all those who contribute to this 

monthly  publication, Vestiges. We underline monthly because time does seem to pass quickly. And, 
before we know it, we are looking at another deadline.  We encourage our members to share their 
rock art experiences. Pictures are always welcome. 

It is time to remind our readers that we are fortunate to have excellent assistance in the final 
editing of each Vestiges issue. Please review the Vestiges Staff section under Contact Information. 
Missing is the fact that Troy Scotter has periodically assisted with the copy editing.  And, from time 
to time we refer to Dorde Woodruff, the former long- time Editor, for assistance. We also want to 
call your attention to those who assist in proof readi ng, printing, posting on the website, and postal 
mailings. It truly takes many willing hands. We apprec iate their assistance. We consider our selves 
fortunate to be a part of the Vestiges team. 

Happy Trails, 
 Stephen and Marion Robinson 

URARA Library Materials  
Nina and Craig Bowen, URARA librarians and archivists, 801-292-5012, nina_bowen@comcast.net 
 Request selections by contacting Nina and Craig by phone or e-mail using the information 
shown above.  
  

BOOKS 
Baker & Billat- Rock Art of Clear Creek Canyon in Central Utah 
Barnes- Canyon Country Prehistoric Rock Art 
Brody- Mimbres Painted Pottery 
Castleton- Petroglyphs and Pictographs of Utah Volume I and II 
Chavez and Warner- The Dominguez-Escalante Journal 
Chicago Manual of Style, 15th Edition 
Childs- Stone Desert        
Childs- Soul of Nowhere  
Cole- Legacy on Stone 
Courlander- The Fourth World of the Hopis 
Cunkle & Jaquemain- Stone Magic of the Ancients 
Grant- The Rock Art of the North American Indians 
Haskell- Southern Athpaskan Migration 
Jones and Goodfellow- Utah's Ferron Creek Prehistoric Rock Art 
Price River 
San Rafael River 
Johnson- Earth Figures of the Lower Colorado and Gila River Deserts 
Kelen and Sucec- Sacred Images 
Madsen- Exploring the Fremont 
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Madsen- Fremont Perspectives-Selected Papers Antiquities Section Vol. VII No. 16 
Martineau- The Rocks Begin to Speak 
Martineau- The Southern Paiutes 
McCreery and Malotki- Tapamveni 
McGlone, Barker & Leonard- Petroglyphs of Southeast Colorado and the Oklahoma Panhandle 
Miscellaneous- Rock Art of the Western Canyons 
Miscellaneous- Sacred Images 
Morris- Space, Time, Light and Number at Parowan Gap 
Orozco- The Book of the Sun- Tonatiuh (second edition) 
Patterson-Rudolph- Petroglyphs and Pueblo Myths of th e Rio Grande 
Patterson-Rudolph- On the Trail of Spider Woman 
Patterson- Rock Art Symbols of the Greater Southwest 
Peterson- Sacred Encounters 
Pratt- Rock Art of the Uintah Basin 
Reed- Foundations of Anasazi Culture 
Schaafsma- Indian Rock Art of the Southwest 
Schaafsma- The Rock Art of Utah 
Shaffer- Treasures of the Ancients 
Siegrist- Prehistoric Petroglyphs and Pictographs in Utah 
Simpkins & Taylor- Ramses II 
Slifer- Guide to Rock Art of the Utah Region 
Slifer and Duffield- Kokopelli 
Smith-Savage & Malouf- Rock Art of the Chihuahuan Desert Borderlands 
Waters- Book of the Hopi 
Watson- Indians of the Mesa Verde 
Whitley- The Art of the Shaman- Rock Art of California  
Williamson- Living the Sky (2 copies) 
Wormington- Ancient Man in North America 

Papers 
All Utah Rock Art Research Association Papers 
La Pintura 

Summer 1977 
Spring 1979 
Summer/Fall 1979 
Spring/Summer 1980 
Winter 1980 
Spring 1981 
Fall 1981 
Winter 1981 

University of Utah Anthropological Papers  
#77 Prehistoric Occupation Patterns in Southwest Wyoming and Cultural Relationships 

With the Great Basin and Plains Culture Areas 
#78 Southern Paiute Prehistory (Glen Canyon Series Number 28) 
#81 Glen Canyon: A Summary (Glen Canyon Series Number 31) 
#89 Miscellaneous Collected Papers 15-18 

1966 Excavations: Uinta Basin 
Preliminary Survey of the Manti-LaSal National Forest 
Lithic Materials from Escalante Valley, Utah 



Monthly Newsletter of URARA 

May 2007 

16 

An Unusual Human Skull from Near Lovelock, Nevada 
#93 Hogup Cave 
#94 Newe Natekwinappeh: Shoshone Stories and Dictionary 
#95 Median Village and Fremont Culture Regional Variation  
#96 Swallow Shelter and Associated Sites 
#97 Analysis of Prehistoric Coprolites from Utah 
#98 Prehistory of Utah and the Great Basin 
#99 Miscellaneous Collected Papers 19-24 

Indian Petroglyphs from White Pine County, Nevada 
The Palmer Collection from Southwestern Utah, 1875 
The Woodruff Bison Kill 
The Bear River No. 3 Site, with Appendix 
Prehistoric Diet at Danger Cave, Utah as determined by the Analysis of Coprolites 
Tree Ring Dating 

#100 The Levee Site and the Knoll Site 
#101 Cochimi and Proto-Yuman: Lexical and Syntatic Evidence for a New Language 

Family in Lower California 
#102 A Selected Bibliography of Utah Archaeology 
# 103 Sudden Shelter 
#  104 Cowboy Cave 
#105 Bull Creek 
#106 Final Excavations at the Evans Mound Site 
#110 Anthropology of the Desert West- Essays in Honor of Jesse D. Jennings 
#119 Glen Canyon Revisited-Geib 

BLM Papers 
#7 John Jarvie of Brown's Park 
#16 A Nineteenth Century Ute Burial from Northeast Utah 
#19 The Castle Valley Archaeological Project 
#21 Green Spring 
#22 The Tar Sands Project 

BYU MUSEUM OF PEOPLES AND CULTURES 
Technical Series no. 85-99 The Clear Creek Canyon Archaeological Project: A Preliminary 

Report, by Janetski, Nielson and Wilde 
NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC MAGAZINE  

Dec. 1975, World of the Maya- Riddle of the Glyphs 
Feb. 1978, Minoans and Mycenaeans: Sea Kings of the Agean 
Aug. 1981, Maya Art Discovered in Cave 
Nov. 1982, The Anasazi: Riddles in the Ruins 
Feb. 1983, Art of the Bering Sea 
Jul. 1983, Stone Age Art of Tanzania 
Aug. 1987, Rock Art in the Sahara 
 

Antiquities Section Selected Papers Volume V, no.13, An Archaeological Survey of the Upper 
White Canyon Area, Southeastern Utah, by Hobler and Hobler with appendix by 
Schaafsma 

Antiquities Section Selected Papers Volume VII, no. 16, Fremont Perspectives, by Madsen 
The Arizona Archaeologist #20 Earth Figures, by Johnson 
The Arizona Archaeologist #30 The Sundown Site, NA 16385: A Prescott Area Community, by 

Johnson 
Utah Archaeological Research Institute Occasional Papers No.1, Oct. 1989 
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A Reappraisal of the Cave Valley Style, by Manning 
Utah State University Papers #6, Prehistoric Human Skeletal 

Remains and the Prehistory of the 
Great Salt Lake Wetlands, by Sims et al 

Utah State University #14, Archaeological Test Excavations in the Great Salt Lake 
Wetlands and Associated Analyses, by Fawcett and Sims 

American Indian Rock Art, Volume 28, papers by ARARA 
The Arkansas Archaeologist, Volume 25 & 26 1984-1985, Volume 27 & 28 1986-1987 
Cub Creek Sampler - A Guide to Dinosaur National Monum ent 
Bibliography: Freestanding Stone, Bone, and Wood Sculpture. (to 1987) 
The Photograph Register of C. Gregory Crampton, Pbotograph Register P0197 
Saudi Arabia World Mar/Apr 2002 - Art Rocks in Saudi Arabia  
 

Moab Site Steward at Work  
                                                                                                                                                                                  

Judy Turner, a Moab site steward, is installing a BLM sign at a rock art site off the Blue Hills road 
near Moab, Utah.   

[Editors’ note:  Check out the matching shoelaces!] 
 

 
Photo by Dell Crandall 
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                              From Michele Rubideau.  Hay and Middle Canyon Petroglyphs 
 


