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President’s Message  
 
 I wish I had something new and sage to say this month, but I do not.   Therefore, I will repeat 
some of the messages from last month. 
 There is some confusion regarding symposium this year.  In essence, URARA members will 
have two symposiums they can choose to attend. In the spring, you can attend the ARARA 
symposium held in Bluff. We are collaborating with ARARA to assist them in this symposium and 
our members will receive ARARA pricing. Simply write on the ARARA registration that you are a 
URARA member. 
 In the fall, we will be holding our traditional URARA symposium in Vernal.  Margaret 
Grochocki, Bob Reed, and I spent a day in Vernal last week. We have arranged for excellent 
facilities at their convention center. The convention center director had been out looking at rock art 
just the past weekend and is thrilled we are coming to town. It has been a long time since we have 
done any field trips in that area and I look forward to visiting the great rock art in that part of the 
state. 
 House Bill 139, which I wrote so extensively about, has been signed into law.  The passage of 
this legislation causes me great concern.  Unfortunately, both Federal and State governments seem 
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Quitchupah Creek Road Will Not Be Built 
Steven Manning 
 The Forest Service and the Bureau of Land Management have just released the Record of 
Decision for the Quitchupah Creek Road Final Impact Statement.   
 In summary, both agencies have selected to approve Alternative D – the Water Hollow route.  
This road, which will be used by Southern Utah Fuel Company (SUFCO) to transport coal, will go 
south from the mine, then east and connect with State Highway 10 about two miles south of the 
turnoff to Quitchupah Creek. This means that the proposed road along Quitchupah Creek past the 
rock art sites will not be built – all cultural sites will be avoided.   
 Both agencies have decided that, after a review of the potential impacts of all of the alternatives, 
the Water Hollow route would have the least impact on cultural resources and the environment.  
Thus, “eliminating potential impacts to the rock art due to truck emissions, vibrations and 
construction activities”. 
 One of the other principal reasons given for not selecting the Quitchupah Creek Road was the 
input from the Ute and Paiute tribes in Utah, who consider the area sacred.  
 If you wrote a letter, or letters, or attended any of the public meetings, thank you.  The National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) really does work. 

Field Trips  
Moab Site Stewardship and Rock Art Recording Training, April 20, 
21, 22, 2006 
 There will be a training session for those 
interested in site stewardship and/or rock art 
recording held in Moab April 20, 21, 22.  This is a 
joint project of the BLM and URARA.  Those who 
attended the previous session are welcome to repeat 
if they would like to. 
 Thursday the training will be at the BLM office 
from 1-4pm.  On Friday morning, the training will be 
at the office, followed by a field session in the 
afternoon to practice completing IMACs forms.  
Saturday there will be a morning session at the office 
followed by an afternoon field session to complete 
rock art attachment forms and panel drawings.                                 Pam recording. Tom Getts photo. 
 Please contact Pam Baker (pnqbaker@citlink.net or 435-259-5558) by April 10 to reserve your 
space.  We need an accurate count of those planning to attend so training packets can be assembled.  
More information that is detailed will be sent to registered participants. 
Request from Donna Turnipseed, BLM Archaeologist in Moab  
 Anyone proficient with Adobe Illustrator and willing to offer technical assistance to Donna 
Turnipseed, the BLM Archaeologist in Moab, please contact Pamela Baker, pnqbaker@citlink.net,  
435-259-5558. 
Nine Mile Canyon Spring Clean Up - April 22, 2006, 9:00 am 
Sponsored by Nine-Mile Coalition.  
 Meet at the Daddy Canyon Complex, mile 43.8 in the canyon at 9:00 am. 
Antelope Island State Park Rock Art Survey – –April 27-29. 
Leader: Steven Manning, sjmanning@yahoo.com;  801-936-4630 (h); 801- 699-3746 (cell) 
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 [The rock art survey on Antelope Island State Park scheduled for March 9-11 was postponed 
due to unseasonably cold weather and snow.] 
 All aspects of this survey will be the same as the one scheduled in March, so see last month’s 
Vestiges for details not discussed below. We will meet Thursday morning, April 27 at 9:00 a.m. at 
the Fielding Garr Ranch and leave Saturday, April 29 in the evening. We will be camping at the 
southeastern end of the island. To get to Antelope Island, take Syracuse exit #332 off I-15 and 
proceed west for seven miles to the causeway across the lake. Follow the signs south to the ranch 
house, which is 11 miles along the east side of the island. Water and restrooms are available at the 
ranch. Tents, trailers and motor homes are welcome. If you do not want to camp on the island, there 
are lodging facilities nearby on the mainland.  
 I need to restate that this is not a field trip to see rock art. It is a survey to find rock art. As of this 
date, there is no documentation of rock art found on Antelope Island. We know that about 1,000 
years ago, prehistoric Fremont Indians lived on the island and we expect that rock art should be 
there also. The area where we will be surveying has been closed to public access since Antelope 
Island State Park was created in 1967, and before that, it was private property. We will need high-
clearance, four-wheel-drive vehicles to reach the survey area.  
 You do not have to be there the entire time. If you can only be there for one day then come on 
that day. You should however, be at the ranch at 9:00 in the morning so you can go with us to the 
survey location. If you want to stay longer, camping is available in a developed campground on the 
northern end of the island where there are several hiking trails, and a visitor center. In addition, 
you can swim in the lake if you are one tough dude or dudette – the ice should be almost gone by 
then. 

      
        You could find something like this on  Antelope Island! 
        Drawing of panel by Steve Manning 
 In addition, since we will be several miles from the ranch. You should bring a lunch each day 
and whatever else you need for comfort.  There are many rocks to look at, so if you are out of shape 
after a long winter like I am, don’t be concerned. We will not be walking miles and miles.   
     

URARA to Support Rock Art Documentation 
In addition to the voluntary work, which URARA will continue to support, the Board has 

decided to assist in the documentation of Utah rock art through sponsorship of projects by 
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individual members. Specifically, URARA will consider paying out-of-pocket travel expenses and 
costs of field materials (paper, film, etc) for rock art documentation. 
 To be supported, a project must result in an IMACS document approved by the Division of 
State History for a site that is located on public lands and is currently undocumented or whose 
documentation is not acceptable by current standards. The project must be completed within the 
2006 calendar year. 
 URARA has a limited budget and may not be able to accept all requests. If you are interested in 
applying for support for a project, please respond by April 15, 2006 with your request, which 
should include:  
. The site name and location 
. Site size 
. Current level of documentation for the site 
. Estimated budget for travel and field materials 
. Contact information for the public land archeologist responsible for the site 
. Special considerations as to why this site should receive priority for documentation 

Mail your requests to URARA, PO Box 511324, Salt Lake City, UT 84151-1324.  For further 
information, contact Layne Miller at 435-820-4326. 

Think About It! 
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 The marking of places on the la
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land-use strategies employed by these groups.  
 The Archaeology of Rock-Art, Edited by Christopher Chippendale and Paul
S. C. Taçon, “Spatial behavior and learning in the prehistoric environment of
the Colorado River drainage (south-eastern Utah
Ralph Harley and Anne M. Wolley Vawser, Cambridge University Press.

1998, p.185 

Regional Activities 
In Memoriam 
 Texas Rock Art Foundation Executive Director and co-founder Jim Zintgraff passed away 

r a brief illness. His concern and passion for the fading images of West Texas 

 24 
y Dorde Woodruff 

sional Archaeological Council) 
 regarding rock art.  

o abundant petroglyphs that many URARA members 
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Sunday March 5, afte
will continue through his legacy—The Rock Art Foundation. 
 
News from the UPAC Winter Meeting, Feb
B
 Among the papers presented at this meeting (of the Utah Profes
were items of interest
 Jennifer Taylor of Brigham Young University talked on research in the Santa Clara River Basin. 
This includes the popular river walk next t
have visited. The BYU field school under direction of Jim Allison will be held here next summer, 
and probably subsequent seasons.  One of the objectives will be to re-record and map the rock art
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Dr. Allison is a talented researcher and teacher who departed Cultural Research Management to 
teach at BYU. 
 Bradley Newbold of the BYU talked about North Creek Shelter, with the oldest record of 
habitation yet found in the Northern Colorado Plateau. Other very old caves from this area are 
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son. One of their projects is developing GIS maps for the cultural resources, including 
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pre-registering for the symposium and field trips. We will be sending out pre-
registration information about the symposium field trips soon. Any questions: Suzi Martineau, 
Symposium Coordinator, susanmartineau@gmail.com  303 499 4410. 

Jesse Jennings’ Cowboy Cave and the more recently excavated Bechan Cave and Dust Devil. R
art is abundant near this cave, and it is protected because the land is private and the landowners
live there.  
 Shannon Arnold from the University of Utah talked about progress in Range Creek during the
last field sea
the 70-some rock art sites. Their mapping so far shows the habitations in clusters, but the rock art is
evenly distributed all the way to the Green River. The GIS work can show the location of rock art in
relation to habitations, granaries, or any other layers or conditions they choose to map.  
 Posters for the annual Utah Prehistory Week May 6 to 15 were passed out, featuring rock art. 
This is from a photo submitted by our own Steve Manning. (See address page of Vestiges
Prehistory week features paleontology as well as prehistory, Steve figured that involving both 
would be a winner, and it was. The photo, from a site near Kanab, shows a pictograph of a dinos
track, the only such pictograph known. A similarly shaped actual track is on the ledge above th
panel, which also shows a line of dancers that in some time in the past was partially obliterated.  
 Craig Harmon, the Richfield area BLM archeologist who presented the impassioned defense o
Quitchupah at our 2005 symposium, was among the 60-plus attendees. Craig was happy to repor
that the EIS is finished and the decision was that the coal haul road would not be built in 
Quitchupah Canyon due to the protest of Native Americans. 
 This meeting was held in the new State History Conference Room upstairs in the north
the refurbished train station at 300 South Rio Grande in Salt L
papers all morning and a business meeting covering a wide range of subjects in the afternoon. It 
included a party afterwards at the home of Lori Hunsaker, current president of UPAC and a Sa
Lake area BLM archeologist—for those who needed more after this very full day. Especially if you
interest in archeology is broad, meetings like this are a good place to network.    
 Traditionally the Utah Professional Archaeologists Council has two meetings every year, the 
spring or summer campout and the winter meeting.  Recently the summer camp u
in conjunction with the USAS convention. Membership in UPAC is open to avocationals as affilia
members.  Between meetings, the business of the organization is conducted through the email list, 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/UPAC/, and the website, www.upaconline.org, both open to 
non-members except for a small portion of the website.   
Three Day San Juan River Trip-April 12-14, 2006 
 Join NAU instructors Kelley Hays-Gilpin, Evelyn Billo, and Robert M
they float the San Juan River from Sand Island to Mexican Hat to explore
Butler Wash, the Desecration Panel, River House, and other sites. Professional boatmen/guides and 
NAU Outdoors outfitters will provide meals, camping equipment, and transportation between 
Flagstaff and the river. We will camp April 11, 2006, at Sand Island, launch April 12, and take-out at 
Mexican Hat on April 14 and return to Flagstaff.  The fee is $560 per person payable to NAU 
Outdoors, a not-for-profit organization. Your participation helps students take part in this program, 
and provides you with a quality educational experience as well. Contact Kelley.Hays-
Gilpin@NAU.EDU 
CRAA Annual Symposium, May 5, 6, 7, Monte Vista, CO  
 We recommend 
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 Pat Thompson, 928-524-6228x267 or William Parker, 928-524-6228, ext. 262, 86028. Petrified 
Forest, AZ.   
UPAC Prehistory Week, May 6-15 
 The Utah Professional Archaeologist Council will sponsor Prehistory Week, May 6-1
Prehistory week features paleontology as well as prehistory. www.upaconline.org. 
ARARA A
 See March issue of Vestiges for details and Regis
registration. 
Field Trip Leaders for ARARA 
 In May, ARARA will be holding its annual symposium in Bluff. This is a great opp
highlight the best rock art in the United States.  Some volunteers are needed to show what we h
in the Four C
Rock. Others will be longer. A few field trips w
San Rafael Swell, Nine Mile Canyon, Horseshoe Canyon, etc.  Please contact Troy Scotter at 801-
377-6901 or troyscotter@comcast.net if you are interested.  
Auction Items Needed 
 ARARA is seeking donations of high-quality rock-art-related items for sale to raise money for 
the Archives Fund. Don't forget to bring your saleable, tax-deductible auction items to Bluff. The
will be a table in the vendor area where you can leave your
Rick and Carol Bury at the confer
Mogollon Rim Ruins and Rock Art, June 21-25, 2006 
 This Old Pueblo Archaeology fund-raising tour from Tucson includes stays in Payson and 
Holbrook and day learning about the Arizona Archaeological Society excavation project at the Q
Ranch Pueblo. Old Pueblo Archaeology
organization. Contact  Steve Buck, PhD., steve.buck@healthtrio.com. 

Book Report 
Introduction to Rock Art Research  

By Stephen Robinson 
 We are very fortunate to
that provides a comprehensive, knowledgeabl
presentation on the fundamental principles and practices of
research. The author, D
“Think About It!” feature of the February 2006 Vestiges. He received hi
PhD at UCLA in 1982, and is well known in the worldwide rock art 
community. 
 The softbound 6x9” book is 214 pages. It includes a one-page Roc
Art Site Record form, and a one-page Rock Art Panel Record. The 
References section is 28 pages and includes close to 200 principal 
authors.  
 The book includes a comprehensive six-page Glossary. This is a goo
place to check such things as your understanding of “emic” and “e
 In the Preface Whitley states, “My interest in rock art research 
that of a series of other archaeologists worldwide. Indeed, I am pr
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what I predict one day will be termed a golden age of rock art studies, marked by major 
interpretive advances, the development of important new techniques and ground breaking 

ing theme 
ghly 
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ed from all the other commitments 

er Formal Approaches; 9. Management and Conservation; 
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l, however, it is unfortunate that Whitley did not 

tand in 
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chieving 

. In a sense, these 25 pages represent 

ret, and 

 
l scientific 

, 
s emphasized the concept of art style” (p. 43).  

 
he 

s 
 seven chapter sections on methodology. 

discoveries” (p. viii). One cannot help but think back to our own URARA pioneers who 25 years 
ago were (and remain!) vital contributors to this “Golden Age.”  
 As pointed in our  “Think About It!” quotation in the February Vestiges, “The underly
of this book is that rock art research requires an integrated effort that is equal—or at least rou
equal—parts theory, method, fieldwork, and analytical techniques, and interpretations” (p. x). Th
message here is simple: “professional fieldwork cannot be divorc
and tasks related to research” (p. xii).  
 Following the Preface the book has 10 chapters.  The titles and pages provide an excellent 
glance at the book’s contents: 1. Introduction; 2. Rock Art Fieldwork; 3. Classification ; 4. Rock Art 
Dating; 5. Scientific Method and Rock Art Analysis; 6. Symbolic and Ethnographic Interpretation; 7. 
Neuropsychology and Rock Art; 8. Oth
10. Archaeology, Anthropology, and Rock Art. 
 The author considers this an introductory book for “archaeologists, cultural resource managers
and students interested in studying, managing and preserving rock art and rock art site” (p. 2) 
I emphasize the last phrase since I feel we all are “students” in one way or another. In addition, we
fully identify with the stated objectives. I do fee
use the term appreciation. This is a vital element, perhaps one of the paramount ones, as to why we 
tramp through the underbrush, climb the hills, scramble over rocks and talus, and then s
awe at the creative expression of those who conceived, painted, and pecked. 
 In Chapter 1, the Introduction, Whitley includes a discussion on “Defining Rock Art”. 
It is “landscape art” as the “defining characteristics of rock art, is its placement on natural rock 
surfaces.” It consists of “pictographs (paintings and drawings), petroglyphs (engravings and carvin
and earth figures (intaglios, geoglyphys, or earth forms)” (p. 3). 
 Chapter 2, Rock Art Fieldwork, begins with an excellent discussion of the difficulty in a
value-neutral rock art (italics for emphasis) documentation. Then he moves on to a detailed 
discussion of “three primary tasks: site mapping, narrative recording of the art and its condition 
and context, and graphic documentation of the art itself” (p. 18)
the nuts and bolts of the book.  

In conclusion, he states, “It remains the aim of rock art field work to understand, interp
explain the prehistoric past. This will always be best achieved when multiple kinds of 
archaeological evidence are fully integrated into a field project, and not by the study of rock art 
alone.” (p. 42). 

Chapter 3, Classification, begins with the fundamental point that classification or “ the ordering 
of collected data in a fashion intended to facilitate analyses—is a basic component of al
research, including archaeology generally and rock art research specifically. For rock art research
classification ha
 His chapter conclusion is, “The definitions of rock art styles may prove analytically useful, but 
only when the implications of any style are identified, not assumed. Put another way, stylistic 
classification does not end with the definition of rock art styles but with analysis that illustrates 
what those styles imply in cultural-historical and other terms” (p. 52). 
 Chapter 4, Rock Art Dating, is very complete. Though much progress has already been made in
the field, it promises further improvements as technology is refined. Especially promising is “ t
development and application of chronometric techniques that yield numerical, calendrical or 
calibrated ages” (p. 61). 
 Scientific Method and Rock Art Analyses, Chapter 5, begins “Regardless of an archaeologist’s 
specific research interest in rock art, analytical rigor is essential.” He then quickly makes the point 
that “Our best guide to analytical rigor is always provided by scientific method” (p. 71). This i
discussed in detail in the
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 The 28 pages of Symbolic and Ethnographic Interpretations, Chapter 6, are a very steep, 
challenging mountain to summit. Those who are comfortable with “emic” and “etic” concepts it 
may be no problem. The author comes strongly down on the side of the proposition that rock art
can be interpreted.  
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 Though he cautions, “It is essential to recognize that most putatively universal characteri
human behavior are themselves little more than assumptions of late nineteenth and early twentie
century theories about specifically Western economies and psychology.”  
 Chapter 7, Neuro
“dramatic advance in interpretations of shamanistic rock art” in which “the last two decades have 
witnessed a revolution in rock art research” (p. 109). Neuropsychology (N-P), “considers the form 
of corpora art in order to determine their origin, not their meaning (as in sometimes, i
assumed).” Whitley has written extensively about this approach. 
 This approach “is best understood. . . as a formal analytical tool whose purpose is to determine 
whether a corpus of art portrays hallucinatory imagery” which “is a central feature of shamanistic 
religions” (p. 110). Since the author finds shamanism ”was pervasive, even if not universal, in the
Americas, and Native American rock art was predominantly (thou
origin” he emphasizes its criticality “as the first step in the interpretation of any New World rock 
art corpus” (p. 121).  
 Chapter 8, Other Formal Approaches, discusses methods other than N-P that  “address a 
plethora of concerns from a number of different theoretical perspectives” which, in general may 
exhibit “a lack of theoretical methodological cohesiveness.” They usually are individualized case 
studies but they “exh
is organized into (A) Landscape and Distributional Studies with sections for Archaeoastronom
Acoustics—, and yes, he does specifically identify a study with which many of us are familiar, “A
particularly good example is Steve Waller’s (2000) analysis of the acoustical properties of the 
Horseshoe Canyon, Utah sites. . . “ (p. 128).  (B) Rock Art as communication: Public vs. Private and 
Beyond, and (C) Ethnicity and Territoriality. The other sections of the chapter are Quantitative and 
Metrical Studies, Physical Analyses of Rock Art, Structuralism and Semiotics (Structuralism being 
“a theory about how the mind is organized and how it operates” (p. 145). and ”Semiotic analy
rock art are related to structuralist analysis in the sense that they too take their intellectual 
inspiration from linguistics” (p. 147).  
 Chapter 9, Management and Conservation, discusses these issues. It is comprehensive, well-
organized material which if familiar to most of us. The chapter he emphasizes, that many of the 
sites have special religious significance deserving of respect for their sacred nature. 
 Chapter 10, Archaeology, Anthrop
regarding the progress and value of rock art research in the last two decades, and the “cutting 
edge” it holds for the future.  
 He says, “There needs to be more emphasis on incorporating rock art studies and
results into the interpretation of wider archaeological issues.”  He puts it strongly: “dirt 
archaeological research desperately needs rock art.” In addition, the research should not be “ro
art research for rock art researc
 The second consideration is rock art ethnography, which has been “a central impetus behin
the recent revolution of rock art research” particularly in the ethnographic study of sham
art” (p. 164).   Whitley is quick to note that he has “emphasized shamanistic rock art partly because 
this kind of rock art is found where I work.” H
rock art of non-shamanistic cultures. “I am arguing both for more attention to dirt archaeology an
for additional ethnographic study. Rock art research is archaeology or it is nothing, but it continues 
to need ethnography. (Your reviewer finds it helpful to think of ethnography as cultural 
anthropology.) 
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 In closing, I quote from page 2 of Whitley’s book. He states, “My purpose in this short book is to 
provide a bridge into rock art research and its literature in order to encourage the study a
preservation of t

nd 
his important aspect of the archaeological record.”  

 

I think his purpose is well realized. The book is an excellent resource for the serious URARA 
rock art researcher.  
 

 
                                            Ascending sheep panel, San Rafael Swell.   Bob Reed photo 

 

 
                                                    Head of Sinbad panel, San Rafael Swell. Bob Reed photo 
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Contact Information 
Utah Rock Art Research Association, Box 511324, Salt Lake City UT 84151-1324  
www.utahrockart.org  
With financial support from Utah State Historical Society/Division of Utah State History 
Board of Directors 2006 
Troy Scotter 801-377-6901 troyscotter@comcast.net 
Tom Getts  970-533-1861 getts@mindspring.com  
Margaret Grochocki 801-282-5850 margaret_grochocki@yahoo.com  
Ben Everitt 435-986-0075 rockdoc@xmission.com 
Nina Bowen  801-292-5012 nina_bowen@comcast.net  
Diane Orr  801-583-4354 beecherllc@aol.com 
Layne Miller 435-637-8954 layne@emerytelcom.net  
Jan Gorski  303-521-8094 janglyph@msn.com  
Steve Robinson 310-378-0320 slrmar@cox.net  
Board Advisors 
Jesse Warner 801-596-3524 jessnjudytoo@yahoo.com 
Robert Reed 801-566-0741 bobreedclyartist@hotmail.com 
Vestiges Staff  
Editors: Marion and Stephen Robinson, slrmar@cox.net, 26717 Grayslake Rd, Rancho Palos Verdes  
CA 90275-2241, 310-378-0320; Copy Editing: Robert Reed, bobreedclyartist@hotmail.com, 801-566-
0741; Proofreading: Nina Bowen, Carol Georgopoulos, Barbara and Fred Saxon; Printing and 
Mailing: Barbara and Fred Saxon, fredbarb100@aol.com 801-262-4432; Postal & E-mail Databases: 
Margaret Grochocki, margaret_grochocki@yahoo.com, 801-282-5850; Website: Tom Getts, 
getts@mindspring.com,970-533-1861  
Library, Archives, and Publications 
Nina Bowen nina_bowen@comcast.net 801-292-5012 
URARA has an extensive library of rock art publications, a collection of articles, and Clifford Rayl’s 
photo collection, which are available for use by members. URARA also has educational materials. 

URARA Membership Information 
 Membership is open to anyone interested in the study, protection, enjoyment, and preservation 
of rock art. Cost is $17 for one person, $20 family, $12 student, for one year’s membership. The 
membership form, including liability release, is available on our website at www.utahrockart.org. If 
you do not have access to the Internet, send a self-addressed stamped envelope to the URARA post 
office box address listed under Contact Information.  
Address Changes 
 Please send change of postal or email address promptly to the URARA address above, or email 
to the secretary.  

Calendar 2006 
Apr 12-14 Three Day San Juan River Trip, NAU’s Archaeology of Rock Art Seminar. 

Instructors Kelley Hay-Gilpin, Evelyn Billo, Robert Mark. $560 per person. 
Contact Kelley.Hays-Gilpin@NAU.EDU. 

Apr 20, 21,22 Moab Site Stewardship and Rock Art Recording Training. Contact Pam Baker, 
pnqbaker@earthlink.net, 435-259-5558. 

Apr 22 Nine Mile Canyon Spring Clean Up, 9:00 am. Sponsor Nine-Mile Coalition. Meet 
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at Daddy Canyon Complex, mile 43.8 in the canyon. 

May 5-7 Colorado Rock Art Association Symposium, San Luis Valley, Monte Vista CO. 
Suzi Martineau, Coordinator, suzimartineau@gmail.com, 303-499-4410. 

May 6-15 Prehistory Week, Utah Professional Archaeologists Council. (See Steve Manning’s 
picture of their poster, which he created, on the address page of this newsletter.) 

May 17-19 Petrified Forest Centennial, Holbrook, AZ. Platform talks and field trip. Pat 
Thompson, 928-524-6228x267 or William Parker, 928-524-6228, ext. 262, Petrified 
Forest, AZ 86028.    

May 19-22 ARARA Symposium, Bluff, UT. Guest Speaker, Fred Blackburn. 
June 3-9 “Ancient Visions: Rock Art of the Wind River Basin”, Lucas Burch Center at Trail 

Lake Ranch, Dubois, WY. Cost  $895. Contact Jane or Diock Bandr Wayden,  
traillakeranch@dteworld.com, 307-455-2353. 

June 21-25 Old Pueblo Archaeology fund raising tour, Old Pueblo Archaeology Center, 
Tucson, AZ. Cost $795.  Contact Steve Buck, steve.buck@healthtrio.com. 

Oct 7-9                   URARA Symposium, Vernal, UT, Chair Margaret Grochocki, 801-282-5850. 
Oct 19-22               30th Great Basin Anthropological Conference, Golden Nugget, Las Vegas, NV.   
Nov 11-12 NMAC Conference, University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, NM; David 

Phillips, dap@unm.edu.  
Dec 1 Christmas Meeting. 
 

 
 
An Equinox site in the Needles District of Canyonlands. Dell Crandall photo. As the Dagger moves upward to the last 
ring of the concentric circle, the shaft of the Dagger covers the center of the target. 
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Items in the News 
Ninth Circuit Court Overturns Convictions 
From Steve Manning, sjmanning@yahoo.com. 
 Ninth Circuit Court Overturns Convictions of Men Found Guilty of Rock Art  
Theft: A federal appeals court overturned the conviction of two Nevada men in the  
theft of American Indian artwork Tuesday even though the three-judge panel said  
it was clear the men stole the centuries-old petroglyphs.  The ninth U.S. Circuit  
Court of Appeals ruled that the Justice Department failed to prove the rock art  
taken from national forest land had market or commercial value of more than  
$1,000. www.lasvegassun.com. 
 
Sentencing of 5 Teens 
By Ben Winslow, Deseret Morning News, February 1, 2006, www.deseretnews.com article, Salt 
Lake City, Utah. 
From Jan Gorski, janglyph@msn.com, URARA Chair of Conservation and Preservation Committee.  
 Five teens who admitted to vandalizing a series of popular petroglyphs outside St. George are 
being sentenced to community service, detention and ordered to pay restitution. 
The two boys, ages 16 and 17, and three 15-year-old girls admitted to scratching their names and 
obscenities into the petroglyphs near Land Hill back in May 2005.   
 Bureau of Land Management agents said the teens were partying at Land Hill in the 6,500-acre 
Santa Clara River Reserve near Ivins and Santa Clara when they scratched a series of petroglyphs 
depicting sheep. The Washington County Attorney's Office eventually charged the teens with 
felonies under Utah's Cultural Sites Protection Act. 
 Prosecutors said four of the teens were ordered to serve 30 days detention and perform 188 
hours of community service. The fifth teen was fined $750 and ordered to serve 30 days detention. 
Prosecutors said they plan to seek $7,500 in restitution from all of them to repair the petroglyphs. 
 "They just said they were being dumb. They said they were bored, they didn't realize what they 
were damaging or that it was as big of a deal as it was," deputy Washington County Attorney 
Angela Adams said. She said she visited the site shortly after the teens were charged to see for 
herself what had happened. "It was really disturbing," she said Tuesday.  
 The BLM plans to bring in a professional rock art conservator to in-paint the scratched areas. 
Ferris-Rowley said it will not permanently repair the vandalism but will make it less apparent.� 
 
Secrets of the Range Creek Ranch 
From Jan Gorski, janglyph@msn.com. Chair of URARA Conservation and Preservation Committee 
 Archaeologists cheered when Waldo Wilcox’s vast spread was deeded to the state of Utah, 
believing that it holds keys to a tribe that flourished 1,000 years ago - and then mysteriously 
vanished. By Keith Kloor. 
See at www.Smithsonianmag.com/issues/2006/march/range 
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Editors’ Message                                                                   
 
 
 We send Dorde Woodruff special thanks for her help in editing the lengthy Book Report on 
David Whitley’s book. We called upon her when time for producing this issue was growing short. 
She responded quickly and positively, giving of her time and expertise. Since Dorde was one of the 
key members in “recruiting” us for our Vestiges responsibilities, we are comfortable turning to her 
for her exceptional knowledge and skills in editing. Members new to URARA should know Dorde 
is almost wholly responsible for creating the format and style of Vestiges, and was the Chief Editor 
of the newsletter for many years.                                                                                                                                        
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
                                                                 
 
                                                                  
            
 
 
 
                                                         
                                                      
                                                   Dorde Woodruff.  Photo by Ben Everitt                    
 
 It was certainly good news about the Quitchupah Creek Road. We add our note of appreciation 
for all who joined in the effort to stop this potentially damaging construction project.  
An interesting rock art image is attached to Steve Manning’s information recruiting members for 
the Antelope Island rock art survey project. He indicated it is possible that similar rock art could be 
found there. We cannot participate, but  will be watching for the results with great interest.   Happy 
trails, and finding!                                                                     
 
                      
                                                                 Steve and 
Marion Robinson               
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